
RESOLUTION 85-8 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

of the McLean Mews Homeowners Association,, Inc. 

Resolution Number 85-8 FORMALLY ESTABLISHING THE SCHEDULE PREVIOUSLY 
PROMULGATED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR PAINTING HOMES IN McLEAN MEWS 

Adopted at a Meeting of the Board of Directors on July 24, 1985 

WHEREAS, it is desirable that every house in the McLean Mews development be kept in 

good and attractive condition in order that it remain aesthetically pleasing to all other 

McLean Mews owners and residents, and in order to maintain property values of all McLean 

Mews houses (which will be reduced if the appearance of even one McLean Mews house is 
allowed to deteriorate to any degree); and 

WHEREAS, the "Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, Restrictions, and Easements for 

'McLean Mews', Fairfax County, Virginia," ("the Declaration") which sets forth basic 

obligations of The McLean Mews Homeowners Association, Inc. ("the Association') and of the 

owner of every house within McLean Mews, provides in Article VII, Section 1, that "each 

owner shall maintain and care for all areas of his lot and improvements thereon; said areas 

and improvements are to be maintained in conformance with their condition as when new", 

and in Article VI, Section 7 that "(n)o building or structure upon any lot shall be permitted 

to fall into disrepair,. and each such building and structure shall at all times be kept in good 

condition and repair and adequately painted or otherwise finished"; and 

WHEREAS, the condition of the paint that covers the trim, doors, and other features of 

McLean Mews houses is one of the most important determinants of the condition of 
appearance of those houses; and 

WHEREAS, the only way to assure that all McLean Mews houses adhere to an acceptable 

standard for the condition of the paint that covers their trim is to set basic standards for the 

paint that must be used and to set a firm schedule by which all McLean Mews houses must 
be repainted; and 

WHEREAS, on October 10, 1983, the Board of Directors of the Association wrote to all then-

current owners of McLean Mews houses (in a letter, with an attachment, that is attached to 

this Resolution and made a part hereof) to announce a schedule for the required repainting 

of all McLean Mews houses, with the first deadlines for required repainting set roughly 

according to the completion dates of the houses (breaking the homes into three groupings 

roughly according to their completion dates) and with each house required to complete its 
second and subsequent repaintings three years following each repainting; and 

WHEREAS, the Board consistently has sought compliance with this repainting schedule since 

the Board adopted and announced that schedule; and 

WHEREAS, the current Board has investigated this matter and finds no way preferable to 

the one promulgated by the Board in 1983 to assure the maintenance of an acceptable 
standard for the condition of the paint on the trim of all McLean Mews houses; and 



WHEREAS, the Board's investigation has established that water-base latex paint has 

performed unreliably in the case of several McLean Mews houses with respect to providing 

an acceptable paint condition toward the end of the three-year period that each repainting 

is intended to last, and that only oil-base paint is likely to assure such an acceptable paint 
condition toward the end of a three-year period following repainting; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has concluded that no change of any kind should be allowed with 

respect to the beige color of paint for the bulk of the trim, and the flat black color of paint 

for the wrought iron railings, window grills, and gates, used by the developer when the trim 
of the houses was first painted; and 

WHEREAS, Article VII of the Declaration sets forth the ways in which either the Association 

or individual homeowners can institute arbitration proceedings or legal action in a case 

where either believes a homeowner has failed to maintain his or her home in conformity 

with the standards as set forth in the Declaration (and referenced above in this Resolution), 

and the same Article specifies that the offending homeowner shall be required to bear all 

costs of such enforcement actions if the complaint shall be found valid during those 
proceedings; and 

WHEREAS, Article V, Section 3 of the "By-Laws of The McLean Mews Homeowners 

Association, Inc." states that (t)he Board of Directors shall have all of the powers and duties 

necessary for the administration of the affairs of the Corporation, and may do all such acts 

and things as are not by law or by these By-Laws directed to be exercised and done by the 

Members"; --- 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that --- 

1. All trim of every McLean Mews house shall be repainted during the period of April through 

September of the year set forth in the following schedule according to its address (and unit 

number assigned by the developer), and during the same six-month period of every third 
year thereafter: 

1984: 6701, 6703, 6705, 6707, 6709, 6711, 6713, 6715, 6717, 6719, 6721, and 6723 

Corner Lane; 1401, 1403, 1405, 1407, 1411, 1413, 1415, and 1419 McLean Mews Court 

(Units 1-20) 

1985: 1404, 1406, 1408, 1410, 1412, 1448, 1450, 1452, and 1454 McLean Mews Court 
(Units 39-47) 

1986: 1421, 1423, 1425, 1427, 1429, 1431, 1433, 1435, 1437, 1439, 1441, 1443, 1445, 
1447, 1449, 1451, 1453, and 1455 McLean Mews Court (Units 21-38) 

2. At some point during the period of February through April of each year, the Board of 

Directors shall send a written message to the owner of each house on which the trim is 

required by this Resolution to be repainted during that year to remind the owner of that 
requirement. 

3. When the trim of any McLean Mews house is repainted, it shall be repainted with oil-base 

paint of high quality designed to retain an appearance of good condition for at least a three-
year period. 



4. All portions of the trim of a house painted by the developer with the standard beige color 

used throughout the development shall be repainted the same color whenever they are 

repainted. All portions of the trim painted by the developer with flat black paint, and 

mailboxes, shall be repainted the same color whenever they are repainted. In the case of 

any other item of trim, any desired deviation from a precise duplication of the paint color in 

use on that item prior to repainting must be approved in advance by the Environmental 

Control Committee in accord with its procedures and requirements. 

5. The Board encourages all homeowners in each "row" of attached McLean Mews houses to 

cooperate in securing the services of one painter to paint the trim of all those houses at the 

same time, in order to assure complete color matches for all those houses in that row, to 

secure favorable prices for the repainting, and to assure that the trim paint for all houses in 

that row will age at approximately the same rate. 

6. In any case where the best information available to it leads the Board to conclude that 

any homeowner required to repaint the trim on his house by the conclusion of September of 

any year has failed to repaint the trim during that year by August 31, the Board shall send a 

notice to that homeowner by Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested, postage prepaid, 

reminding the homeowner of the requirement and enclosing a copy of this Resolution. In 

any case where the best information available to it leads the Board to conclude that said 

homeowner still has failed to repaint the trim on that house by September 30, the Board of 

Directors shall refer the case to the Association's General Counsel at its next regular 

meeting and request his advice concerning the way in which it should proceed to obtain 
compliance with the requirements of this Resolution and the Declaration. 

7. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph #1 above, the applicable schedule for all 

repainting required to be completed in 1984 was and shall continue to be the schedule for 

repainting set forth in the Board's letter to all McLean Mews homeowners of October 10, 

1983, while the schedule applicable for all repainting required to be completed in 1985 and 

subsequent years shall be the schedule for repainting set forth in paragraph #1 above. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph #2 above, the notice to be sent to all owners 

whose houses are to be repainted during 1985 to remind them of this requirement shall be 

sent within one month following the adoption of this Resolution by the Board rather than 
during the period February through April of 1985. 

8. This Resolution shall take effect and be in full force from the date on which it is adopted 

by the Board of Directors. 

I hereby certify that the language above is an accurate and full statement of Resolution 

Number 85-8 adopted by the Board of Directors at its Meeting on July 24, 1985. 

__________________________  

Lynne Cheney, Acting Secretary 

  

 

 



October 10, 1983 

To: McLean Mews Homeowners 

From: Board of Directors 

Subject: Painting of Unit Exteriors 

In accordance with the Homeowners Association documents, more 
particularly the "Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, Restrictions and 

Easements for McLean Mews", homeowners are responsible for maintaining 
their units "in conformance with their condition as when new" (Article VII, 

Section l). Further, each unit "shall at all times be kept in good condition and 
repair and adequately painted or otherwise finished" (Article VI, Section 7). 

Some of the units were completed over three years ago and are currently in 
need of repainting. In fact, a number of these unit holders have notified the 

Board of their plans to repaint this fall. As a result, the Board secured 
several bids from reputable painting contractors and gave a great deal of 

thought to the best method of approaching the repainting task from the 
point of view of overall coordination and visual integrity of the development. 

One option which generated a great deal of support was for the Board to 
contract with a painting contractor for all of the units in the name of the 

Association and establish a painting and an assessment schedule, based on a 
three-year "rolling" period (dividing the units into three groupings 

conforming with their completion dates). The advantage of this approach 
would be to ensure uniformity; the disadvantage would be to take away the 

individual's option to receive a "better" contractual arrangement. Another 
option would be to leave the timing and all other details of the repainting to 

each unit holder. The advantage would be absolute freedom for the 
individual unit holder; this is also the disadvantage--and the Board would 

have to deal with each "reluctant" unit holder on a case by case basis. 

Both of these options were rejected. Instead, the Board decided to keep 

exterior maintenance an individual homeowner responsibility to permit more 
frequent painting when necessary without imposing an additional cost 

burden (in the form of a mandatory assessment). The Board also established 
time periods and guidelines for the repainting of the exteriors of the homes 

in McLean Mews. 

Beginning this fall, each home is to be painted once every three years to 
keep a consistent, well-maintained look in the community. Specifications for 

the painting and the time period for each unit are attached. 



While it is expected that each unit holder will recognize and perform the 

responsibility to repaint in accordance with the attached schedule and 
specifications, it is the Board's responsibility to inspect home exteriors for 

proper maintenance. Owners of homes that do not receive proper 
maintenance as specified will receive a notice that such maintenance must 

occur within 30 days. If maintenance is still not performed, recourse 
specified in the Declaration authorizes the Board to institute arbitration or 

legal action with all costs of such action to be borne by the party against 
whom a decision is rendered. It is not expected that the Board will have to 

resort to these measures. 

We are confident that each of you joins with us in our desire to continue to 

reside in such an attractive community and to keep up the values of our 
property. If you have any questions concerning the painting plan or if you 

need another set of Homeowners Association documents, please call any 
Board member. This subject will be discussed at the annual Association 

Meeting on November 2. 

Please keep this memorandum with your other Homeowners Documents for 
reference and for transfer upon sale of your property. 

EXTERIOR PAINTING SPECIFICATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

Power wash areas to be painted (Recommended but not required). Included 
in bid by John Murphy Decorating, Inc., because exterior pollution 

accumulation is not removed by scraping operation. 

Scrape, putty and caulk as necessary 

Priming for areas where raw wood is showing and for scraped/sanded iron 

railings. 

Painting minimum of one coat. Paint must be: 

Pittsburgh P-372 (Mayan Beige) for all exterior trim. Trim includes: Siding 

(including that on rooftops); dormers; overhangs; bay window soffits 
(undersides); air vents (on end units); gutters and downspouts (except 

those of baked-on enamel). 

McCormick Lustre latex exterior house paint to match all existing color 

schemes on front doors and garage doors (unless a variance is granted by 
the Environmental Control Committee). Warning: Some errors in door colors 

have been found in the Exterior Color Specifications list furnished by the 
builder. Check the color before purchasing the paint. If difficulties are 



encountered matching the paint specified, contact the Environmental Control 

Committee. 

Flat oil base paint matching the existing colors for rooftop air vents and all 
iron railings, including step rails, gates, and all window grills. Mail boxes 

should be included if painting is needed. 

SCHEDULE FOR COMPLETION OF PAINTING 

Units 1 - 20: Painting to be completed by May, 1984 

Units 39 - 47: Painting to be completed by May, 1985 

Units 21 - 38: Painting to be completed by May, 1986 

 


